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R. Cave's Life of Athanaſus is 
p collected chiefly from the 


DUNG 


Writin gs and Repreſentations 

of Atbanaſius himſelf. The 
following ſhort Account is collected 
chiefly from that Piece of Dr. Cave, and 
frequently in the Doctor's own Words, 
mark d between Commas. I have con- 
fined myſelf to his Facts, without taking 
Notice of thoſe Reflections which were 
intended to prejudice the Reader in Fa- 
vour of one Side, as acting nothing but 
what was upright and righteous, whilſt 
the other Side did every Thing that was 

| Az fraudu- 


„ . 


Go. 


„% PREF4CE 

fraudulent and wicked. The naked Facts 
will ſhew what was the real Truth; vis. 
That both Parties acted with more Zeal 


than Knowledge; and, that there were 
Indiſcretions, Heats, Violences, * 


other Faults on both Sides. 
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HE judicious Mr. Hales of 
s Eton diſtinguiſhes Errors a- 
65 bout Religion into voluntary 

and involuntary : The for- 
mer, HS are Lies, and known to be 


ſuch by their Propagators, he ſtiles He- 


reſies; the latter, which are Miſtakes 
only, he notes by the milder N ame of 
Schiſms. The firſt Hereſies were of 
the blacker Sort; for the mad Theogo- 
nies of the Gnoſticks, were not Miſtakes, 
but lying Figments of their own wilful 
Invention. But many After-differences 
in Opinion (which the Fathers, in their 
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kept to in thoſe Cenſures, the Errors 
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Redundancy of Zeal, called Hereſies) 
were innocent Miſtakes of Judgment, or 
ſometimes not ſo much as that, but only 
Miſtakes in Expreſſion ; as ſeems to be the 
Truth of the Caſe between Cyril and Ne/- 
torius. Thoſe: Errors which were more 


than verbal (tho the Liſt of Hereſies 
be almoſt endleſs) may be well nigh 


reduced to one of thoſe two Heads; 
viz. Of thoſe, who, like Ebion and So- 
cinus, have ſet the Nature of the Meſ- 
ſias too low, deprefling 8 him into a mere 
Man; and, of ſuch as with Sabellius, 
and all ſucceeding Patri-paſſians, . bo 
erred on the other Hand, by ſuppoſ- 
ing him to be the very Self-cxiſtent 
Perſon or un- originated Supreme Being. 
Whoever expreſſed themſelves in either 
of theſe unguarded Ways, for the firſt 
three Centuries, were cenſured as un- 
ſcriptural ; and Scripture Phraſes being 


of 
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of both Sorts from Time to Time were 
ſoon extinguiſhed. But, in the Begin- 
ning of the fourth Century, an inex- 
tinguiſhable Flame broke out, and new 
unſcriptural Phraſes, being oppoſed by 


as new unſcriptural Cenſures, a Door 


was opened for everlaſting Jangle and 


Diſpute. This Diſpute firſt began at 
Alexandria, between Arius and Alex- 
ander Baucalis, two Preſbyters of that 
Place. It is very difficult to come at 
the Truth of Matters, becauſe the Par- 
tiſan Writers, on each Side, repreſent 
their Friends as more than Saints, and 
their Opponents as worſe than Devils. 
In order to fift out the Truth, we muſt 
drop all Reflections, Eulogies, and Cha- 
racers on each Side, and confine our- 
ſelves ſtrictly ta the naked Matters of 


Fact; which ſeem to have been as fol - 
loweth. 
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AN 


IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


R L | 8 E, & C. 
RIUS, in his Sermons to the 
. ) People had made uſe of ſeveral 
N new- fangled and unſcriptural Ex- 
preſſions, as that God was always 

God, but not always Father; for, that there 
was a Time when the Son was not, till the 
Father created him out of Nothing. Upon 
this Alexander Baucalis charges Arius before A. 
lexander Biſhop of Alexandria, as an Innovator 
of the Faith. The Biſhop, very imprudent- 
1y, appoints the two Preſbyers to hold pub- 
lick Diſputations upon theſe nice Topics, for 
B which 


(10), 


which ene the Emperor Conſtantine 
afterwards blamed both the Biſhop and the 
Preſbyter. Several Diſputations were held; 
at which the Biſhop preſided as Moderator, 
ſometimes inclining to one, ſometimes to the 
other: At length, he finally decided againſt 
Arius, and, afterwards calling together a Sy- 
nod of Biſhops, excommunicated him, and 
nine of his Adherents. 
The Flame thus broke out at Alexandria, 

ſoon extended itſelf on all Sides; both Par- 
ties endeavouring to engage as many as pol- 
fible in their Favour, To this End Arius 
writes to Euſebius, Biſhop of Nicomedid, 
and to ſeveral other Biſhops, to interceed 
for his Re-admiſſion. Alexander writes to 
Alexander, Biſhop of Byzantium, and to Se- 
venty more, to juſtify what he had done. 
« Fuſebius writes ſeveral Times to Alexan- 
eder, requiring him to looſe the Bands of 
e Excommunication, and reſtore Arius to 
60 Communion, as one whoſe Sentiments were 
« ſound and orthodox.” He likewiſe ſum- 

mon'd a Synod of Bythinian Biſhops, who 
wrote Letters in his Favour. But Alexan- 
der continued deaf to all Solicitation. Avius 
finding himſelf thus excluded from the Mi- 
niſtry at Home, prayed the Biſhops of Pa- 


tine, that he might have Leave to come 
and 


5 ier ell . 


(53-3; 


and officiate amongſt them abroad. They 
gave him Leave, and he went thither. 
Alexander ſeeing Arius admitted to Com- 


munion Abroad, notwithſtanding his Ex- 


communication at Home, calls together a 
ſecond Synod of his Egyptian Biſhops at Alex- 
andi iz, who again excommunicated Arius, 
and feurteen of his Adherents. He then 
gave an Account of theſe Proceedings, in 
an Encyclical Epiſtle to all Biſhops in gene- 
ral, and wrote to the Paleſtine Biſhops in 
particular, which made them ſomewhat more 
cold and reſerved to Arius. Hereupon he 


removes to Nicomedia, where he was received 


with much Warmth and Kindneſs. From 
thence he and his Adherents wrote a reſpect- 
ful Letter to Alexander, praying to be recon- 
ciled; and explaining themſelves to hold 


nothing but what they had learnt formerly 
from Alexander himſelf. 

The Want of Reconciliation had occaſion- 
ed ſuch Diſturbances in Church and State, 
that the Emperor Conſtantine thought it now 
became him to interfere for the compoſing 
Matters. He therefore * wrote jointly to 
Alexander and Arius, the two Heads of the 
« contending. Parties. In which Letter he 


„tells them to compoſe their Differences: 


Differences which he underſtood aroſe from 
B 2 nice 


612 


* hice and curious Queſtions, and which 
© ought not to be bandied in fruitleſs and 
7. ſubtil Diſputations: That therefore they 
« ſhould. forbear ſuch unprofitable Pro- 
«© blems, and mutually accord and join to- 
« gether ; and ſince they were agreed in the 
main Duties and Principles of Religion, 
they ſhould not for little Things, go on by 
ſuch pertinacious Contentions, to diſtract 
«« the Minds of the People, and tear in Pieces 
e the Peace of the Church: Paſſionately 
concluding, that they would return to mu- 
tual Love and Charity, and let the Peo- 
ple enjoy their proper Kindneſs and 
Friendſhip 3 and laying aſide all quarrel- 
ſome Feuds and Animoſities, would re- 
ceive and embrace each other ; eſpecially 
<* that at leaſt they would have ſome Re- 
0 gard to his Quiet,” which he begged of 
them in Terms the moſt pathetick that are 
poſſible. . To give the greater Weight to 
this imperial Letter, He ſent it by the 
„ Confeſſor Heſius, Biſhop. of Corduba, 
«© whom he deputed as Umpire to decide 
„ theſe Differences. Who, thus furniſhed 
with this imperial Commiſſion, takes his 
Journey to Alexandria, where, delivering 
the Emperor” s Letters, it was determined 
** that the Matter ſhould be again examined 


* in 


( 13) 


jn a publick Convention: Hereupon a 
6“ third Synod of the Biſhops of thoſe Parts 
e was aſſembled at Alexandria, but no Good 
& was done in it; neither the Care and Au- 
< thority of the Emperor, nor the Preſence 
* and Perſuaſions of Haſius, being able to 
« prevail for a Reconciliation.” | 

Provincial Synods thus failing of quiet- 
ing Matters, Conſtantine reſolved to ſummon 

a general Council of the Chriſtian World; 

— met at Nice, the Capital of Bythinia, 
A. D. 323, to the Number of above three 
Hundred Biſhops. Conſtantine himſelf pre- 


ſided in the Council, and opened it with a. 
Speech pathetically recommending Unanimi- 


ty: He had Reaſon to do ſo, for he had re- 
ceived a large Bundle of Libels or Complaints, 
which the Biſhops had exhibited againſt one 


another. Theſe the Emperor threw into the _ 


Fire, declaring he would not read one of 
them; thus both by Example and Precept ex- 

. citing them to Concord. | 
But, notwithſtanding the Emperor's good 
Advice, as ſoon as they went upon the main 
Subject of their meeting, the Caſe was 
« argued with Heat on both Sides, with 
t oreat Contention and Oppoſition.” After 
much debating, a large Majority condemned 
Arius's new-fangled unſcriptural Expreſſions ; 
and, 


(14) 


and, had they ſtopped here, in all Probabi- 
bility they would have reſtored 3 to the 
Chriſtian World. 


But, inſtead of this Temper, they as: 


tunately ſtarted the new and unſcriptural 
Word Homoouſios or Confubſtantial ; which 
Word having been found, by an Expreſſion 
in a Letter from the Biſhop of Nicomedia, 
to be very offenſive to him, and his Friends, 
was therefore the more readily pitched-upon 
to be the Shibboleth of the one Party, and 
the Choak-pear of the other. The great Ku- 
ſebius of Ceſaria had drawn up a Creed with- 
out that Word: Hoſus offered another with 
it. It was reſolved that the Creed of Heſius 
ſhould be the Formulary of the Council, and 
that all who refuſed to ſubſeribe it, ſhould 
be excommunicated, depoſed, and baniſhed, 
Not only Arius, and his Adherents, but Eu- 
ſebius, (who is allowed by all Sides to have 
been one of the ableſt Perſons there) and ſe- 
veral other Biſhops, at firſt refuſed to fign this 
new un-ſcriptural Phraſe; but ſoftning Ex- 
planations having been given of the new 
Phraſes, as meaning no new Thing, Eu/ebius 
at length (either from Conviction of his Judg- 
ment; or, as he repreſented, from Love of 
Peace; or, as others ſuggeſted, from Fear 
bf being depoſed) ſubſcribed to Hofrus's Creed, 

and 
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and his Example was ſoon followed by the 
other objecting Biſhops, two only of whom 
finally refuſed to ſign, and therefore ſhared 
in the Fate of Arius and his Adherents, be- 
ing condemned to be depoſed and baniſhed. 
The Emperor, who was for purchaſing U- 
niformity at any Rate, thought he had now- 
obtained it; fo, treating the Biſhops with 
great Magnificence, he diſmiſſed the Coun- 
cil, and ſent them Home. 
Alexander died ſoon after his Return to 4. 


Texandria. His Deacon, Athanaſius, had at- 


tended him to Nice, where he diſtinguiſhed 
himfelf by his great Warmth. This had re- 
commended him to the Alexandrian Party, 


ho impetuouſly demanded that Athana- 


* fus may ſucceed to the Biſhoprick ; tell- 
ing the Biſhops who were come to conſe- 
& crate a new Biſhop,” that they would nei- 
ther leave the Church themſelves, nor ſuf- 
6 fer the Biſhops to depart, till they had 
ﬆ* conſecrated Athanaſius.” Hereupon he was 
appointed: How regularly was much diſ- 
puted. 

In the mean Time Arius, and his baniſhed 
Adherents, petitioned the Emperor to give 
them a Re-hearing ; they repreſented to him, 


that tho? they diſliked the new Term Conſub- 


Hantial, had now diligently examined its 
Meaning, 


616) 


Meaning, and for Peace Sake acquieſced to 
the Word, having never diſſented to the Or- 
thodoxy of the Thing. Having at length 
thus ſatisfied the Emperor, they were recalled 
from their Baniſhment z and Euſebius, Biſhop 
of Nicomedia, wrote a very civil ſoft Letter 
to Athanaſius, acquainting him with Arius's 
Conformity, and praying him therefore to re- 
ſtore him to Communion : But this Athana- 
Aus peremptorily refuſed to do. Hereupon 
the Emperor wrote to Athanaſius a ſmart 
Letter, commanding him to ſet open the 
«© Church-doors to any that were willing 
< to re-enter, telling him, that if he knew he 
excluded any, who were deſirous to return 
© to the Communion of the Church, he 
would immediately ſend Orders to diſplace 
him, and ſend him far enough off.” A- 
thanaſius wrote back a poſitive Refuſal to ad- 

mit ſuch a Heretick as Arius. 
Three * Meletian Biſhops thought this no 
bad Time to carry their Complaints againſt 
Athanaſius. 


Melettus, Biſhop of Lycus, and Peter, Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, during the Rage of the Diocleaſian Perſecution, had 
been both caſt into the ſame Priſon; they there fell out 
about the Terms on which the Lapſed ſhould be reſtored, 

This occaſioned a laſting Schiſm, they and their Fol- 
lowers refuſing to communicate with each other; but 


< 


neither Party objected to the Orthodoxy of the other's 


Faith, 


N 


— 
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Athanaſius. The Emperor found their Com- 
plaints ill-grounded ; but, however, cited 
Athanaſius to appear: He did ſo, and was ac- 
quitted; and the Emperor ſent back by him, 
a Letter to the Church of Alexandria, exhort- 
ing them to mutual Concord, and making 
very honourable Mention of the Bearer A. 
thanaſius. Same Time after, J/chirus, a Mele- 
lian Preſbyter, brings freſh Charges againſt 
him of Tyranny, Cruelty, and even of the 
Murder of one Arſenius. Athanaſius writes a 
Vindication to the Emperor, informing him 
that Ar ſenius was ſtill alive. The Emperor 
orders to ſurceaſe the Proceſs, writes kindly 
to Athanaſius, and threatens to puniſh ſuch 
malicious Accuſers. | 

Conſtantine having now finiſhed a magni- 
ficent Church at Jeruſalem, a great Number 
of Biſhops were called together for its Con- 


ſecration: They met at Cæſaria, where they 


were firſt to hold a Synod, to ſettle and com- 
poſe thoſe Differences which (till ſubſiſted, 
that ſo they might more unanimouſly carry 
on that great Solemnity. Conſtantine (who 
probably intended to have the Propriety of 
Atbanaſius's late Refuſal examined in this 
Synod) ſent him Orders to attend. The Sy- 


nod met, and waited long for Atbanaſius, 
C whe 
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who never appeared, This was repreſented to 
the Emperor as Contumacy ; upon which 
he ſummoned another Council to meet at 
Tyre, and cited Athanafius to appear at his 
Peril, A. D. 335. They aſſembled, to about 
the Number of Sixty. The Emperer ſent 
Dionyſius, a Man of conſular Dignity, as his 
Commiſſioner, to keep Order and Peace, and 
wrote very preſſingly to that Purpoſe. A.- 
- thanafius did not appear at firſt; but, find- 
ing the Emperor threaten Contumacy, he 
appeared at length, attended with a Train 
of Seven and Forty of his Egyptian Biſhops. 
He demurted at firſt to the Competency of 
his Judges. This Demur was not admitted, 
ſo his Indictment was read. The Crimes laid 
to liis Charge ( beſides his Contumacy in 
s diſobeying the Emperor's Edict, for his 
<« appearing laſt Year at the Synod of Cæſa- 
„rea, and his coming now to Tyre with a 
Train that looked like an Intention to of- 
<« fer Force and Violence to the Council,“) 
were: That he had tyrannically and cruelly 
_ oppreſſed his Brethren ; That he had laid 
Tſchyras and Callinicus, 'Biſhop of Peluſium, 
in Irons; That he had cauſed Euplus, Pa- 
chomius, Iſaac, Achilles, and Hermæon, five 
2 Biſhops, there preſent, to be whipt 


and 
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and beaten; That he had raviſhed a profeſſed 
Virgin That he had ſent Plſianus, a Biſhop 
of his Party, to fire the Houle of Arſenias, a 
Biſhop of the Meletian Party, had tied him 
to a Poſt and whipped. him, and then caſt 
him into Priſon, and made away with him, 
reſerving one of his Hands for Magick Pur- 
poſes ; That he had procured himſelf to be 
created Biſhop of Alexandria by , unlawful 
Means; and, That he had prophaned the, 
Church where Tſchyras was officiating, by 
commanding. his  Preſbyter, Macarius, to 


break into the Chancel, overturn the Com- 
munion Table, burn the Books, and break 


the Sacramental Chalice. 


Athanaſius denied the. ; AS nd Cru- 
elty. As to the Rape, he charged the Wo- 
man with Subornation, and that ſne Knew him 
not from his Preſbyter, Timotheus, who per- 
ſonated him, and to whom ſhe roundly ſwore 
her Belly. As to Arſenius, who was not mur- 
dered, but had eſcaped out of the Window 

of his Priſon, Athanaſius had found Means 
to get him, and produced him alive and un- 
maimed before the Council. To the Ille- 
galiry of his Conſec ration, it was anſwered, 
he was ordained at the unwearied Inſtance of 
T the 
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the People. That as to the laſt Article, J 
chyras was not a lawfully ordained Prieſt, 
and that his whole ory was falſe and fa- 
bulous. 

The Council ſuſpended their Determinati- 
on, *till Commiſſioners ſhould be ſent into 
Egypt, to enquire into the true State of the 
Caſe, and report it to the Synod. Six Bi- 
| ſhops were appointed Commiſſioners, and ſer 


out immediately. Athanafius put in his Ex- 


ceptions againſt this Commiſſion as needleſs : 
But this Exception to the Commiſſion not 
being admitted, he next excepted to the Per- 
ſons of the Commiſſioners, as his avowed Ene- 
mies. But the Emperor's Commiſſioner, Di- 
onyſius, did not think fit to ftop them from 
their Journey. Upon this the Seven and 
Forty Egyptian Biſhops in Atbanaſius's Train, 
preſented a Proteſtation to the Synod, com- 
plaining of unjuſt Proceedings againſt their 
Champion. This they back'd with an Ad- 
dreſs to Count Dionyſius, conjuring him, for 
God's Sake, not to ſuffer the Synod to pro- 
ceed, but to remove the Cauſe before the 


Emperor. But the Synod ſtill going on with 
their Enquiry, Athanaſius thought it beſt to 
ſhift for himſelf in Time, and ſo, before the 


Return of the Delegates, he privately with- 


drew. 


| 
| 
| 
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Urew. The Delegates returned with what 
Evidence they had picked up, and Athanafins 
being fled to avoid confronting them, the 
Council proceeded to paſs Sentence. They 
<<. depoſed him from his Biſhoprick, and for- 
bad his inhabiting any more at Alexandria, 
e that he might not create freſh Troubles 
and Factions.“ They ſent an Account of 
their Tranſactions to the Emperor, and wrote 
to the Biſhops Abroad © not to communicate 
* with Athanaſius, whom they had convicted 
* of ſeveral enormous Crimes, of which he, 
e by his Flight, had confeſſed himſelf guil- 
e ty.” Things being thus concluded, the 
Emperor's Secretary came with Letters, com- 


manding the Synod to adjourn to Jeruſalem, 


the Church there being now ready. for Con- 
ſecration. Many other Biſhops Joined them 
there. 

The Ceremony bring over, a Meſſage came 


from the Emperor, that they ſhould take the 


Caſe of Arius into Conſideration. For Arius 
and Euzoius had preſented 2 Creed to the 
Emperor, in which they had parted with all 


their unſeriptural Phraſes, and had conformed 


to the Nicene Confeſſion in every thing but 
the unſcriptural Word Conſubſtantial. T he 


pacifick Emperor rejoiced to ſee both Par- 


ries 
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ties fo near a Reconciliation, ſent Arias home 
to Alexandria, to be reſtored to Peace and 
Communion. 4thang/ius, before his ſetting 
out for Tyre, had peremptorily refuſed to ad- 
mit him : The Emperor, angry at being thus 
again refuſed, ſent back to Athanaſius a threat- 
ning Meſſage © That unleſs upon the Receipt 
* of this Order, he immediately ſubmitted 
* to it, and readily received all that were de- 
« ſirous to return to the Peace and Commu- 
c nion of the Church, he would ſend one that 
« ſhould turn him out of his Station, and 
<« ſend him far enough to ſome other Place,” 
The high- ſpirited Biſhop again peremptorily 
refuſed to obey the Emperor's Orders, who 
ſtill unwilling to proceed to Extremities by 
his ſeculay Power, without the Concurrence 
of the ſpiritual Power likewiſe, recommend- 
ed Arius and his Adherents to the Synod, 
which was now ſitting at Feruſalem, to ex- 
amine their Confeſſion, and paſs a candid 
“Judgment on their Caſe, The Synod pre- 
es ſently ſet the Caſe before them, and ap- 
« proving the Declaration of their Faith, 
& decreed that Arius and his Adherents 
« ſhould be received into Communion, which 
„ was done accordingly ; whereof they gave 
e an Account both to the Emperor, and to 
the 
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ce the Church of "Alexandria ; perſuading 
them kindly to entertain them; whoſe 
« Faith the Emperor had pronounced to be 
* ſound and orthodox, and whoſe Judgment 
therein had been ratified by the Sentence 
„of the whole Synod, who had received 
* them to Communion ; that therefore it 
* would become them heartily to embrace 
% them as Fellow-members of the Church, 
„ and to live in Peace, eſpecially ſince by 
<« the Declaration of their Faith, they had 
* made it evident, that they kept to the un- 
<« doubted and approved Apoſtolic Doctrine 
* that had been delivered to the Church.“ 


From the Time that Athanaſius had ſlipt a- 
way from the Council at Bre, he had been 


at Court at Conſtantinople, trying to make 
what Impreſſion he could upon the Emperor: 
He got an Audience with ſome Difficulty; he 
begged thoſe who ſentenced him might be 
brought Face to Face before the Emperor. 
They were ſo. Five of them met him before 
the Emperor at Conſtantinople, juſtifying what 

they had done, and laying a freſh Accuſation 


againſt him, viz. ** That he had threatened 


% to ſtop the Fleet that yearly tranſported 
« Corn from Alexandria to Conſtantinople, 
6 which they offered to make good by the 

« Evidence 
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« Evidence of four Biſhops, who heard it 
4 from his own Mouth: And; when Atba- 
«© nafius urged, that it was improbable that ſo 
e poor and inconſiderable a Perſon as he was, 
% ſhould be able to do this, the Biſhop of 
* Nicomedia made Oath, that Athanafius was 
e rich, and had Power and Intereſt enough 
« to effect what he had threatened.” The 


| Emperor having thus heard Athanafius's Ap- 


peal, confirmed the Proceedings againſt him, 
and forthwith commanded him to be ba- 


niſhed : And, to ſhew himſelf impartial, 


„ and take off, what might be, the Heats 
«on both Sides, he baniſhed John the Mele- 
e tian Biſhop, the main Spring and Head of 
« the Faction“ againſt Athanafius, who, at 
the Council of Tyre, had exaggerated Matters 
beyond the Truth by Subornation. 

Arius, at his Return to Alexandria, found 


but a cool Reception there: The Populace 


were offended at his Return, and more fo 
fill at the Baniſnment of Atbanaſius: They 
were not willing to communicate with him, 


neither was there now any Biſhop of that 


Church to admit him in Form: Ty remedy 
this, the Synod, which was now aſſembled at 
Conſtantinople, about the Affair of Marcellus, 


ſummoned Arius thither, to give an Account 
of 
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of himſelf to the Emperor and to the Synod. 
Both the Emperor and Synod being again ſa- 
tisfied as to the Sincerity of his Confeſſon, 
the Emperor ſent his Command to Alexander, 
the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, to receive him to 
the Peace and Communion of the Church. 
The Friends of Arius went with him imme- 
diately to Alexander at the Church called 
Irene, demanding his Admiſſion ; but Alex- 
ander peremptorily refuſed to obey the Com- 
mand of the Emperor and Synod, It was 
then Saturdey. They gave the Biſhop till 
next Day to conſider of it, aſſuring him that 
then it ſhould be done. Alexander in his Zeal 
kneeled down, and prayed God to take A. 
rius out of the Way: And out of the Way he 
was taken. For that very Evening, as he was 
walking in the Streets with his Friends, he 
found a great Motion and Pain ir his Bowels, 
and going into a Place of Eaſement, voided 
his Inteſtines, with a vait Flux of Blood. 
Whilſt one Party ſuſpected a Doſe prepared 
on Earth, the other Party eſteemed this as 
the miraculous Judgment ſent from Heaven. 
The Head of one Side being thus taken a- 
way, the Head of the other ſtirred more 
briſkly to obtain a Reſtoration, The Alex- 
andrians of his Faction, and St. Anthony, the 
Hermit, ſent frequent Sollicitations to the 
D Emperor 
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Emperor in his Favour. .. The Emperor 
wrote back for Anſwer, * That he was not 
one that could make light of a Synodical 
„Sentence; for admit, ſays he, that ſome 
few might judge for Favour or Hatred, 
<« yet it cannot be thought, that fo great 
« an Aſſembly of good Men, of wiſe and 


_ ©: prudent Prelates, ſhould do ſo too; who 


„ had condemned him for being arrogant 
and injurious, and the Cauſe of Diſcord 
te and Sedition.” The Emperor continued 
in the ſame Opinion to his Death, which 
happened A. D. 337. 

He was ſucceeded by his three Sons, Con- 


 Rantine, Conſtantius, and Conſtans. To Con- 


flantius was allotted the Eafern Empire and 
Egypt. Conſtantine and Conflans had each a 
Partition of the Weſt. At the Time of his 
Father's Death, young Conſtantine was at 


Treves in Gaul, the Place of Athana/ius's Ba- 


niſhment ; where he had prudently made his 
Court to, and ſecured an Intereſt in this el- 
deſt Brother ; ho took upon him to reſtore 
him to his See of Alexandria, without any 


2 Direction or Approbation of his Brother Con- 


antius, in whoſe Empire, and under whoſe 

an, that See was. 
Me he Triumphs of his Return to Alexandria 
ew 5 the People into freſh Tumults and 
5 Diſorders. 
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Diſorders. Freſh Complaints were thereupon 
wrote againſt Atbanaſius, not only to his o] 
Emperor Conſtantius, at Conſtantinople, bur 
alſo to the two other Brothers, and likewiſe 
to 7ulius, Biſhop of Rome. To the former 
Accuſations were added, That he had in- 
* ſolently taken upon him to return without 
* Leave; That having been ſynodically 

condemned, and thereupon baniſhed by 
the Emperor, he had reſumed his Place 
„ without any ſynodical Sentence of Abſolu- 
tion; That his Return was ſo diſtaſteful 
<« to the People, that it hurried all Things 
* into a general Tumult and Confuſion, 
* whence enſued Blood and Slaughter; and, 

That the neighbouring Provinces were in 
<« Danger of being involved in the ſame 
Storm and Tempeſt.” 

The Party againſt Athanaſius ala theſe 
Movements, the Party for him began to take 
treſh Steps in his Favour : He himſelf con- 
vened a large Synod of his Egyptian Biſhops 
at Alexandria : They wrote an encyclical E- 
piſtle to all Biſhops, and ſent Meſſengers to 
Pope Julius, and to the two Weſtern Empe- 
rors, praying them not to believe the contra- 
ry Party, who ſubſcribed as Egyptian Biſhops, 
yet were not good Catholicks, but mere Me- 
letian Schiſmatics, and ſad wicked Creatures. 

D 2 Pope 
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Pope Julius reſolved to call 3 Webirn he 


cil, and left the naming the Time and Place 
to Athanaſius. 

In the Eat, a new Church was now Eniſhed 
at Antioch, and the neighbouring Biſhops were 
ſummon'd to its Dedication, Ninety odd 
Biſhops met there. The Synod acted with 


great Prudence and Caution, doing Nothing 


that might claſh with the Synod of Nice. 
They drew up, at Times, four Formularies 


or Confeſſions of Faith, ftripped of all un- 
ſcriptural Terms, and ſuch as all Chriſtians 
might ſubſcribe : Beſide Matters of Faith, 
they compoſed Twenty-five Canons of Diſci- 
pline, which are certainly excellent Rules 
* of Church-polity, and wiſely contrived 
to prevent thoſe ordinary Mal-adminiſtra- 
tions that are wont to invade the Govern- 
„ ment of the Church.” They next fat 
upon the Caſe of Athanaſius, and after hear- 
ing the numerous Complaints, decreed, 
That he ſhould be again depoſed, and that 
another, Gregory of Cappadocea, ſhould be 


be ſubſtituted in his room. Upon News here- 


of Athanaſius immediately ſet fail for Rome. 
Pope Julius, like all others of that See, was 
glad to receive Appeals on any Differences, 
which by Degrees gave Pretence to their uni- 
verſal Juriſdiction. Julius had now by this 
Means the happy Opportunity of ſummon= 


ing 
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ing the Bimop of Alexandria bifote' n! a 
the Accuſed, led the Biſhop of Contantinigle 
as the Accuſer; but the latter [+ ras Pr to 
appear before him as his Judge, Julius, and 


his Neſtern Synod, conſiſting of about Fifty 
Bilhops, reſtored e, Wal Marcellus to 


Communion, 

In the mean Time Gregory, the new Biſhop 
of Alexandria, found great Difficulty in get- 
ting admitted : Notwithſtanding the Ermpe- 
ror's and the Syned's Decrees in his Favour, 
the Populace of that City were fo ſeditious, 
chat nothing could be done without Force: 
This was ſo mutual that much Diſturbance, 
Violence and Bloodſhed, enſued; all Parties 
behaving very unwarrantably. 

A. D. 340. Conſtantine, the eldeſt Brother, 
having attempted to invade the Dominions of 
Conſtam, the youngeſt Brother, he was killed 
in the Attempt. Athanaſius having thus loſt 
one Patron, managed ſo prudently as pre- 
ſently to ſecure another: He had now got 
himſelf to Milan, the Court of the Emperor 
Conſtans, where he found Means to prevail on 
that Prince to write to his Brother the Empe- 
ror Conſtantius, at Conſtantinople, that there 
might be another. general Council of, both 
Empires to meet at Sardica; which they did, 
about A. D. 347, to the Number of about 
One Hundred and Seventy ; near One Hundred 


of 
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of wha were Weſtern Biſhops. Theſe Fa- 
thers came ſo little diſpoſed to Peace, that 
they could not be got to fit in one Council, 
but the Eaſterns and Weſterns | held their ſepa- 
rate Aſſemblies. _.. 

The Eafterns proceeded ſynodically againſt 
the Heads of the oppoſite Party, condemn- 
ing and depoſing Athanaſius, Marcellus, 4/- 
clepas, and Paul, as the prime Criminals ; and 
as Acceſſaries, by communicating with them, 
Hofius, Maximinus, Protogenes, Gaudentius, 
<« and eſpecially Julius, of Reme, whom they 
<« ſtyle the Prince and Captain of the Miſ- 
* chief he who had firſt ſet open the Door 
ce to Communion with wicked and excom- 
« municated Perſons, and had made Way 
* for others to violate the Laws of the 


© Church. Next they drew up a Confeſſion 


of Faith, wherein they particularly con- 
% demn ſome of the Arian Propoſitions: A 
« Confeſſion wherein the moſt critical of the 
« Catholicks found nothing to complain of, 
«© but that the Word Conſubſtantial was left 
« out; and accordingly, it is owned by St. 
« Hilary, and expounded by him into his or- 


© thodox Senſe.” They finiſhed all with an 


encyclical Epiſtle. 
The Weſterns, in their Turn, re-heard the 
Cauſes of Athanafi ins, Marcellus, and Aſclepas, 
and 
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and acquitted thank all. Then they W 
ed to enquire into the Carriage of the other 
Party. They were entertained with many 
« diſmal and tragical Stories of horrid Qut- 
* rages and Cruelties z and condemned and 
*« depoſed Baſil, Qyintianus, Theoderus, Nar- 
ce cifſus, Acatius, Stepben, Urſacius, Valens, 
% Menophantus, and George of Laodicea; but 
« eſpecially in paſſing Sentence againſt Gre- 
« gory of Alexandria, they ſhewed a particu- 
lar Deteſtation to him, pronouncing him 
“no Chriſtian.” Vincentius and Eupbratas, 
two of the Weſtern Biſhops, were ſent to the 
Emperor Conſtantius, with Notification of 
theſe Tranſactions of the Synod. But ſyno- 
dical Decrees alone were not thought fit to be 
truſted to; ſo the Emperor Conſtans was got 
to ſend Salies, one of his Generals, with u 
more prevailing Meſſage, in which he 
roundly told his Brother to reſtore Atbanaſi- 
4s; But, if you ſhall refuſe to do this, ſays 

« he, take Notice, that I myſelf will come 
% and reſtore the Biſhops to their Sees, whe- 
& ther you will or no. The Biſhops who 
«© were about Conſtantius adviſed him to com- 
« ply, rather than put the State of the Em- 
e pire to the Hazard of a Civil War.” And 
Gregory, the new Biſhop of Alexandria, dy- 
ing about the ſame Time, this much facili- 
tated 


N Conſtantius. 
A. D. 350, in great Triumph. He immedi- 


* Emperor. 
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tated Matters; ſo Conftantius wrote to Abe. 


aſus, that he had his Leave to return. 
As he was upon his Journey to Alezandria, 


the News overtook him that his great Patron 
the Emperor Conſtans was murdered by Mag- 
nentius. This put him to a Stand, till he re- 


ceived freſh Leave and Encouragement from 
He was received at Alexandria 


ately ſurehcved a Synod to confirm what the 
I efterns had done in his Favour at Sardica. 
And ſoon after he ventured, upon his own 
Authority, and without Direction from the 


l Emperor, to dedicate the new Church which 


Conſtantius had juſt finiſhed at Mexandria. 


_ « Hereupon new Charges are framed a- 
6 againſt him, and exhibited to the Empe- 
ror; as, That he had uſurped upon the 
« Imperial Authority, by preſuming of his 


« own Head to celebrate the Encenia, the 
« Feſtival Dedication of the great Church 
<« at Alexandria; a Thing that might not be 
« done without expreſs Warrant from the 
That he had by Letters held 


< treaſonable Correſpondence with the Ty- 
« rant Magnentius, who having murdered the 
« Emperor Conflans, in France, had invaded 

e the Imperial Dignity ; of which Letters, 
« it was pretended, that Copies were ready 
; cc to 
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to be produced. Theſe Things made ſuch 
impreſſion on the Emperor's Mind, chat 
<« he intended to have them examined i into, 
<< when Opportunity ſhould ferye,”” * ** + 

Conſtantius was now at Surmium, in ' Panno- 

nia, where he received Complaints againſt 
Photinus, Biſhop of that Place; for the exa· 
mining into which he called a Council chere, 
A. D. 351. The firſt Thing they did was 
to frame a Confeſſion of Faitfi, drawn up in 
ſuch general Terms, as both Parties might 
fairly and peaceably : aſſent to it: And accord- 
ingly it is aſſented to and approved by the 
zealous St. Klan himſelf. Pbotinus refuſing | 
to oP this Creed, was depoſed and ba- 
n | 
By his Victory over Maget who had 
murdered Conſtans, Conſtant us was now be- 
come ſole Monarch of both Empires: He 
was deſirous to bring his Eaſtern ind Weſtern 
Subjects to a more perfect Agreement, As 
the puzzling unſcriptural Phraſes had of late 
been pretty much dropt on both Sides, the 
chief remaining Difference was rather about | 
Perſons than Doctrines, and eſpecially as to 
the Acquittal or Condemnation of Athanaſius. 
Liberius, who ſucceeded Julius in the Pope-. 
dom, was his chief Advocate and Support. 
He ſent Vincentius and Marcellus to Arles, 

E where 


ink, in 19 6 91 * | 


baniſhed, for gefuſ 
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where the Emperor way holding a. Cqungil, 
compoſed of ſqme Eafters, and fame Maſtrru 
Biſhops, t acb a5 21 — e 


ton; And, Gans Rig . Ter, wes 
Ing to hen. . dw 051 572 1 

+ Gonflantays being remayed tp Milan, bay = 
ris eise pit, into the holding another, 


Council, chere for a Re-hearing;, He, took: 
Care, ng's..t0 ſed. leſs. complying Legates: 


Howeven, the Council condemned Aſbanqſius 
apd:they who refuſed to ſign his Condemuati-. 
on were ſens into Baniſhment, 3 in which 5 
ber were the Legates, and the Pope mh: 8 
In Conformity to the Sentence of hefe ty 
Conil. the, Imperial Edits, were 728 5 
Akezavdria ageinſt Atbangfuc, Hic, the. 
Gavernon, with a Party. of Fi ive, Thauſand,, 
Soldiers, beſet the Church where he was of-. 
ficiating z but bis. Party {6 well defended biw, 
that they conveyed him ſale thro' all de ; 
Guards, and. ſecured him 04k of their Reach, 
by conveying him into the Wilderneſs, where, 
by the Help of St. Anthony, and the Monks, 
he lay concealed in Spite, of all. Search.” This 
Scuffle occaſioned much Diſorder and Blood- 
ſhed, and was. ere with ſhameful Tu: 5 
un hn f 
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mülts and | Ernelties. Andi the ner appolnted 
Sichop. Gorge of Cappadocia,” could not gain 
Adm etatiee without a military Guard, with 
which he in vain attempted by Rigours to 
force the People's Compliante. 

The Chan World had now ſquabbled 
themſelves into three principal Sets, viz. The 
Homoouſians, who held the Son to be of the 
ſame Subſtance with the Father; The Ho- 
moiouſians, who owned him to be of a like 
* Subſtance; and, The Hetetouſſans, or Ano- 
moians, who miihtained him to be of a quite 
different or unlike Subſtance. The Empe- 
ror ſtill entertained vain Hopes of bringing 
all Sects ro an Uniformity. In his Return 
from his Triumph at Rome, he ſtopped for 
ſome Time at Sirmium, where, A. D, 357, he 
held another Synod. This Synod declared 
* they were defirous to remove thoſe Things 
that might give Offence on either Side, 
and to ſhew how much they were inclined 
& to Peace.” They deereed therefore that 
neither the one or the other of the above 
Terms ſhould be uſed, as being unſcriptural, 
and above human *Comprehenfion, and ex- 
HT, the other Articles lo as all Parties 


„ | Ihe 


2 That we e have have no Comprehenſion or Idea at 
all of Subſtance. See Locxe, Bok II, Chap. 23. 
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The Emperor till at Sirmium, held ano- 
ther Synod there, A. D. 358. In this the 
Homoiouſion, or Likeneſs of Subſtance, 
was admitted : And, to this Creed, Pope Li- 
berius at length thought fit to ſubſcribe, and 

was thereupon reſtored to his See, | 
A. D. 359, Conſtantius held another Synod 
at Sirinium, when the Word Subſtance of all 
Sorts, was again decreed to be omitted. But 
the Troubles of the Church being rather in- 
creaſed than diminiſhed, by theſe frequent lit- 
tle Synods, the Emperor had Thoughts of- 
compoſing Things, by a General Council to 
be held at Nicomedia; but, that Place being 
almoſt deſtroyed by a terrible Earthquake, 
the Meaſures were changed into the holding 
two Councils at once; one for the Weſt at 

Arimiuum, and one in the Eaſt at Seleucia, 
At Arininum there met upwards of Four 
Hundred Biſhops. They firſt contended for 
keeping in the Word Homoouſios, or Con- 
ſubſtantial, and depoſed Valens, and others 
that diſſented, and ſent Legates to acquaint 
the Emperor with what they had done. The 
Legates, after ſome Time, were admitted to 
Audience: © They were told, the Word 
*« Subſtance, which was the great Bone of 
+ Contention, was ambiguous, and had been 
* raihly taken up by the Fathers, without 
«© any 


(37.0, 
«+ any Authority from the Scripture 3 and. 
<« chat the true Faith was, that the Son was 
like the Father.“ The Legates at length 


acquieſced i in theſe Reaſonings, and commu- 
nicated with the Reaſoners ; for which, upon 


their Return to Ariminum, they were at firſt 


refuſed Communion there. But, at length, 
the Council came over to an Agreement with 
the Orientaliſts, not above Twenty diſſenting, 
and they too, upon Valens renouncing and 
diſclaiming the unſcriptural Phraſes of Arius, 
reſtored Valens, and ſigned with the reſt of 
the Cell. 

At Seleucia, about One Hundred and Sixty. 
Prelates met. They preſently ſplit into two 
Parties. Acacius, of Cæſaria, and about Forty 
more contended, that the Nicene Creed ſhould 
be aboliſhed, and another Form drawn up. 
The other Side were for adhering to the Sy- 
nod of Nice in all Things, only that the 
Word Conſubſtantial ſhould be left out: 
The more moderate Party therefore ſigned 
the Creed of Antioch z but the Acacians pro- 


duced a new one of their own, ſigned by a- 


bout Thirty of them, and refuſed to meet 
any more. The Remainder met, and depoſed 


Acacius of Ceſarta, George of Alexandria, and 


ſome others; and then both Parties made 
the beſt of their Way to Conftantineple, to 
make 
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make their Report to the Emperor, and get 
his Ear. | 
The Emperor called 55 Biſhops tar” were 
about him, to the Amonnt of Sixty, into a 
Synod. This Synod too ſplit into two Fafti- 
ons; The Homoiouſians, headed by BAH of 
Ancyra, Euſtatbius of Sebaſtes, and Macedonius 
of Conſtantinople; and the Heterouſians, headed 
by Acactus, Maris, and Enudoxius, and two 
forward Deacons, Acius and Eunomius, The 
Iſſue of all was, they confirmed the third 
Confeſſion of Ariminum, forbad the Words 
Ouſia and Hypoſtaſis, Subſtance and Perſon, 
as unknown, offenſive, and unſeriptural, and 
then depoſed Bg/il, Euſtatbius, and Macedonins. 
A. D. 360, Conſtantius came into Winter- 


Quartets at Antioch, where another Synod 
was held, in which, at length, the laſt 


mentioned Confeſſion was again confirmed. 
Theſe perpetual Squabbles greatly diſquieted 
Conſtantius, who ſtill hoped to remedy them 
by a more General Council, which he in- 
tended to convene at Nice ; but all his In- 
tentions were put an End to by his Death, 
A. D. 36. 
His Couſin Julian ſucceeded bim, who, as 

an Apoſtate from Chriſtianſty to Nr, 
did not wiſh (like Constantius) to ſee all Chriſ- 
tians of one Mind, but tolerated all Parties, 
— 95 as 
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as knowing that a. general Toleration, with- 
out an Eſtabliſhment, would ſoon ſet them 
together by the Ears. The Pagans began to 
take Heart again every whete ; but, as Sedi- 
tions and Tumults were more common a- 
mong the Alexandrians than any other People, 
the firſt Riot in his Reign happened there. 
| George the Biſhop was not beloved by any 
Party; he was about turning a Heathen 
Temple into a Chriſtian Church] upon re- 
moving the Rubbiſhthey found many human 
Skulls of thoſe who had been offered in Sa- 
eriſice; theſe the Chriſtians carried about the 
Streets in Triumph, ia order to deride the 
Cruelty of the Pagan Rites. The Pagans 
provoked hereat, armed themſelves with 
whatever came to Hand, and knocked the 
Chriſtians on the Head ; and, ſeizing Gearge 
their Biſhop, treated him moſt; barbarouſly, 


burnt him and the Camel together, throwing 
their Aſhes into: the Sca. Philgſtargiat, the 
Hiſtorian, ſays expreſdy (though upon what 
good Grounds does not appear) that it was 
Athanaſius who. platted | and contrived. his 
Death. Thus much is certain, that as ſoon 
as the Uproar was ceaſed at Alexandria, Atha- 
naſius quitted his folitaty Retirement, and re- 


rurned Os without e for that Leave 


Wjhich 


and at laſt mounting him on a Camel, they» 
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Julian ſoon after gave to the baniſhed 
Biſhops to Neturn to their Countr. 
© He fellimmediately to ſummoning a Coun- 
<il, in which they examined whether they 


which. 


were right, who faid there was One * Ouſia 


and Three Hypoſtaſes, with Pope Damaſus; 
or, they who maintained One Hypoſtaſis 
and Three Ouſias, with Paulinus of Antioch ? 
and they decreed them both to mean right; 
andi both indeed are equally right; where the 


| Terms Have no Ideas anne ted. 


The Emperor Julian had denn informed of 
Athanaftus's p remature Return, and, * that 
<<. he had forced ſeveral Greet Ladies to he 
« baptized ; he looked upon him, as a buſy 
c factious Man, and therefore of all Men 
« moſt unfit to govern others: He ſtyled 


*© him a Fellow for 'whoſe Sake it was not 
„ worth"while-t0 Daürd & publick Diſtur- 


bande; und for bis mad and bold Pre- 


« ſumption, in having affronted the Laws, 
4 he decreed him to be baniſhed, not only 


oy woe vn TO: N. ine 
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9 The cane * Nice held One Oufia and One Hy- 
poſtafts, uſing them as ſynonimous Terme, and anzthe-" 
mavzing, all who maintained. that the Son was ig . ire-. 
pas.oworg gies of vos from the Father, And Athanaſius 
(de Syn. drim. et Selexc, } defines Hypoſtafis by Ouſia, 
maintaining it has no other Signification at all. H & 
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Upon the firſt News of the Imperial Edict 
Aibanaſius prepared to make his Eſcape; he 
took Boat and went down the Nile; an Of- 
ficer rowed after him; perceiving which, he 
bad his People turn about and row him back 
to Alexandria: The Officer, not ſuſpecting a 
Boat going that Way, let him paſs, ſo he 
concealed himſelf among his Friends till the 
Storm was over, as he himſelf foretold it ſoon 
would be, and Didymus and others told it 
was, on the very Day Fulian was killed by 
ſome unknown Hand in Perf. 

| He was ſucceeded by Jovian, an honeſt 
Chriſtian, who recalled the Biſhops whom 
Julian had baniſhed, and commanded that all 
Diſſenſions being if poſſible removed, there 
might be again Peace and Uniformity a- 
mong Chriſtians; but, becauſe among the 
Multitude of Confeſſions lately made, rhere 
was ſome Difficulty in deciding which ought 
to be eſteemed the Uniform Faith, the new 


Emperor wrote to Athang/ins, to ſend an ex- 


act Account of what was the true orthodox 
Faith, Athanaſius, glad of ſo fair an Oppor- 


tunity of preſcribing, ſummoned a Synod of 


neighbouring Biſhops, who ſent the Nicene 
Creed as the Standard of Faith, but with a 
long Explanation of it in their own Senſe, 


and quite contrary to its original Meaning; ; 
for 
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for whereas that Creed (like all others) de- 
clared the One God, in whom Chriſtians 
were to believe, to be the Father Almighty, 


the Supreme, Self-exiſtent, Unoriginated Pa- 


rent of all Things; Athanaſius and his new 
Expoſitors inform the Emperor, that the 


Unbegotten Perſon, and the Begotten, and 


Proceeding Perſons, made up the One God 
of the Chriſtians : This was at that Time 
2 quite new Jargon of their own *. To get 
it the better Reception, Athang/tus took Care 
to be one. of the Legates from the Alexan- 


drian Synod, who were ta deliver this expla- 
natory Letter to the Emperor : Away he 


went 


That this was then a quite new Way of ſpeakiog, 
and in a Manner of his own Invention, we have a me- 


morable Teſtimony 1 in Gregory Nazianzen's 21ſt Oration. 


He there gives it as a high Commendation of Athana- 


fius, that whereas, before Athanapus, Chriſtians were 


af three different <eAs, many heterodox as to the Son, 


more ſo as to the Holy Gholt, and but very few ortho- 
dox as to both; he was the Firſt, and (with very few 


Exceptions) the only one, bold enough to teach the Truth 


of Three Perſons in one Godhead or Subſtance. And, 
what ſeveral of the Fathers had formerly the Grace to 


maintain concerning the Son, he was at length inſpired 


to maintain concerning the Holy Ghoſt. — Ipwro; » 
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went to Court, well knowing that the oppo- 
ſite Party would be ſure to renew their Com- 
plaints againſt him; but the new Emperor, 
who hated wrangling, diſcountenanced the 
Complainants, recommended Tm and ho- 
nourably diſmiſſed Athanaſius, . All other 
Sets and Parties came to try their Fortune 
with the new Emperor ; he received their Pe- 
titions, but ſeldom gave any. other Anſwer, 
than that he hated Contention, and lov'd 
and honour'd all who were ſtudious of Peace 
and Concord. This pacific Emperor did not 
reign quite Eight Months. | 


The two Brothers, Valentinian and Palens, 
fucceeded him. YValentinian took the Weſtern 


Empire, and left the Eaſtern to his Brother 
Valens; who ordered that the Biſhops, wha 
in the Time of Conſtantius had been baniſhed, 
and who had been reſtored by Julian, with 
a Deſign of creating Miſchief, ſhould be a- 
gain expelled their Churches: By this oblique 
Wind it was intended, that Acbanaſi us ſhould 
be blown back tothe Place of his Baniſnment. 
Hereupon the People of Alexandria began. a- 
gain to mutiny. The Governor in the mean 
Time perliſting to execute his Orders, ** the 
« Multitude made Head, and reſolved to de- 
<« fend their Biſhop from Force, by Violence. 
« And now all Things openly tended to Sedi- 
«6 tion, the People threatning to burn the 
| F 2 « Corn- 
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*© Corn-Ships that tranſported Grain from A. 
* lexandria, and to ſet Fire tothe public Build- 
sings; to prevent which the Governor pru- 
dently let the Thing reſt at preſent, till he 
could give the Emperor an Account of it.“ 
Athanaſius hid himſelf for Four Months in a 
Monument: Whilſt he lay there concealed, 
the Alexandrians beſtirred themſelves for him 
at Court, and Valens, ſeeing how high the 
Tide ran, feared that his Brother Valentinian 
might be ſtirred up againſt him by this bold- 
ſpirited factious Man. He was very appre- 
henſive of the ill Conſequences of a Rebellion 
in Egypt, where he knew Athanaſius had ſo 
ſtrong and numerous a Party, and where the 
People were ſo naturally diſpoſed to Sediti- 
ons and Tumults. Upon all theſe Accounts, 
he was forced to yield to their rude Importu- 
nity, and ſuffer Athanaſius to return to his 
Charge at Alexandria, where he ended his 


Days, A. D. 373, having firſt intailed the 


Quarrel on the next Generation, by nomi- 


nating his Preſbyter Peter {or his Succeſ- 


for. The Emperor appointed Lucius to that 
Poſt, and ordered the Biſhop. of Antioch, the 
Lord Treaſurer Magnus, and the Governor 
Palladius to put him in Poſſeſſion, which they 
were not able to do but by Force, In this 
freſh Squabble great Violences were commit- 

| ted, 
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ted. Peter was at length ſeized and impri- 
ſoned; but. breaking Priſon and getting to 
Rome, he returned with Pope Dameſus's Let- 
ters, and by his Aſſiſtance attacked Lucius, and 
drove him away 'to Conſtantinople; where he 
found the Emperor unable to aſſiſt him. As 
the Emperors from this Time grew weaker, 
and the Popes ſtronger, thoſe whoſe Cauſe 
the latter eſpouſed, generally came off Con- 
querors: And, as the Popes had, for politi- 
cal Reaſons, patroniſed Athanaſius and his new 
Jargon, ſo as Popery ſpread, that Doctrine 
ſpread likewiſe, with its other Errors and In- 
novations, till it had covered the Earth as the 
Waters cover the Seas. Vigilius Tapſenſis is 
ſuppoſed to have forged the Creed which 
bears the name of Athanaſius, which lay dor- 
mant, ſays Dr. Cave, and was never heard 
of in the World till Six Hundred Years 
* after Athanaſius was dead, and' was barely 
« mentioned then, and not urged with any 
Confidence, till above Two Hundred Vears 
e after that, when the Legates of Pope Gre- 
5 gory the Ninth produced and pleaded it at 
* Conſtantinople, in their Diſputations with 


the Greeks.” In the Darkneſs and Igno- 


rance of the 13th Century, the Popes found 
no great Difficulty in making it be received 
by all Chriſtendom: But, wiſe and good 

„ Men 
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Men now, of every Denomination, ſeem to 
join in Archbiſhop T; 'lotfon” s Wiſh, 0 we 


were well rid of it. 
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"HE BizLz is the Macna Chakra 
of Chriſtians: That they ſhould ear- 
eſtly contend for this Code of Faith, which 


was once delivered unto the Saints, was what 
might reaſonably be expected; but the Con- 
tentions which have moſt deformed the Face 
of Chriſtianity, were not about the Code it- 
ſelf, but about particular Comments and 
Explanations made by particular Doctors. 
There have been but few Diſputes about the 


original Text; not above Three or Four 


Texts have been much controverted; and, 


thoſe at length have been ſo well ſifted and 


ſettled, as to be almoſt univerſally agreed 
upon by learned Men of all Denominations. 
Men contend not about the Bible, but about 


their own fanciful and unyarranted Expoſi- 
tions. 
This is my Boch, is agreed on all Hands to 


be in Scripture ; the whole Diſpute is, whe- 


ther Body is to be expounded literally or figu- 
|  Taltvey : 


( 


rativey: And would but each Man be con- 
tented with his own Expoſition, without 
attempting to obtrude it forcibly on his 
Neighbour, all might live peaceably toge - 
ther, without any Schiſm or Diſſenſion, and 
all join in Worſhip, without Breach of 
Charity or Communion. The Proteſtant 
might receive the Communion as Bread; 
and if the Papiſt receives it as Fleſh, why, 
much Good may it do him. There is not 
one Word in Scripture either for or — 
Tranſubſtantiation. 
In like Manner it is agreed on all Hands, 
that the Scripture has theſe Words, In the Be- 
ginning was the Word. Some Doctors ex- 
pound this to mean in the Beginning of the 
Moſaick Creation ; others in the Beginning 
or rather Unbeginning of Eternity: But, 
the original Text has not one Syllable either 
for or againſt either of theſe Expoſitions: 
Not directly, perhaps, ſay the Contenders on 
both Sides, but by neceſſary Inference. Well 
then, the Diſpute is not about Scripture, but 
about Human Inferences : Each has a Right 
to defend his own Inferences as a Logician, 
but no one has a Right as an Inquiſitor, to 
force the Aſſent of another to Inferences of 
Which he has not the Acuteneſs to ſee the ergo. 
If Men Inſtead of teaching diſputed Infe- 
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rences in unſcriptural Language, would 
breach only undiſputed Scripture Doctrines in 
the Language of Scripture, how different ſo- 
ever their in ward Conceptions might be, their 
outward Behaviour would be all Peace and 
Harmony. Had Arius and Alexander ever ſo 
much miſconceived the Nature of the Logos, 
had they but confined themſelves to expreſ- 
ſing their Conceptions in Scripture Phraſes, 
inſteadof new-fangled Terms af their own In- 
vention ; the horrid Scene of the Fourth Cen- 
tury had been all prevented: And, had Pe- 
lagius and Auſtin delivered what each took to 
be the Doctrine, of Scripture, in thoſe Words 
of Scripture from whence they had collected 
the Doctrine; the many African Councils and 
Excommunications of the Fiſth Century 
might all have been ſpared, and Pelagians 
and Auſtinians might have communicated to- 
gcther, as peaceably as Calviniſts and Armi- 
nians do at this Day. 
That there is One only Unbegotten, Un- 
proceeding, Unbeginning, Self-exiſtent, In- 
telligent Being, we are affured both by Rea- 
ſon and Revelation : This is the Foundation 


of all true Religion: And, ſhould any pre- 


tended Revelation attempt to teach the con- 


trary, tho ſupported by ever ſo many Mira- 


cles, and ever ſo many Prophecies, we are 
COm- 
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manded to reject it: ſee Deut. xiii, Juſtin 
Martyr ſcrupled not to affirm that he would 
reject ſuch Doctrine, had it been taught by 
Chrift himſelf. But Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
ment (conformably to the uniform Doctrine 
of the Old) was ſo far from contradicting 
this grand Foundation of all Religion, that 
he all along moſt ſtrenuouſly inculcates it; 
and therefore Jews and Chriſtians, of all 
Mankind, are moſt bound to be Monotheiſts. 
That the Jews were ſo, and continued ſo, 
till the Birth of Chriſt, appears from what 
remains of their Writers, from Moſes to Philo. 
Tet they were not ſuch Unitarians as to ima- 
gine, that till ſome ſix-thouſand Years ago, 
before the Creation, God was a ſolitary Per- 
ſon, exiſting alone, without any other Being 
whatever. They ſuppoſed him to have had 
always with him two great Spirits, to whom 
he had communicated Exiſtence; of theſe 
Philo calls the one his duya pls ToyTHy ] his 
Miniſter of Creation, whom therefore he ſtyles 
Hex; and the other [his duraus arinny] his 
Miniſter of Providence, to whom he conſequent- 
ly gives the Title of «vor. By theſe he made 
and governs all Things, and by one of theſe, 
the inviſible God and Father of all Things, 
the great Jehovah appeared to his rational 
Creatures, to Adam in Paradiſe, to Moſes in 
the Buſh, to the Iſraelites at Sinai, to Abra- 
Rn ham, 
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hem, Lot, Jacob, 8&c. That this viſible Je- 
hovah is [the iu] the Image or Repreſen- 
tative of the great inviſible Jehovah : That 


he is the A9 % the oracular Intelligence, by 
whom God ſignifies his Will to all other 


[avyos] all other en. Beings: That 
o 


* The more and leſs emphatic Os, were to all In- 


' tents and Purpoſes two diſtint Words, the one, con- 


veying the Idea of Cælicela only; the other, of ſu- 
Preme ſpiritual Governor. Origen (in com. Job.) to 
them that charged the Chriſtians with worſhipping two 
Gods, replies, That the AvroJeos, or ſelf-exiſtent Per- 
ſon alone was O ©EOZ, or GOD emphatic: For which 


Reaſon-our Saviour, in his Prayers to the Father, ſays : 


That they may know Thee the Only true God ; but 
that every Thing beſides the ſelf. exiſtent Perſon, deified 
by Communication of his Divinity, ſhould not be ſtyled 
O SEO, or GOD emphatic, but more properly ©os 
a divine Perſon only. And that this was no Noftrum 
of Origen s, appears from hence, That both Jews and 
Chriſtians did frequently and familiarly apply the leſs 


emphatic (os to the Logos, and to Angels; whilſt they 


at the ſame Time ſtrenuouſly maintained the Unity of the 
O GEO. Philo (in Page 655, of Mangey's Edition) 
avowedly declares the different Senſe of the Word, with, 
or without the Article. The Word feos occurs in the 
New Teſtament, one thouſand three hundred and forty- 
two Times: There are fourteen Places where it may 


palſcbly be pradicated of Chrift, and there are ſeven 


Places in which it probably i is ſo predicated. The En- 
gli Word God is uſed in Scripture in various Senſes ; 
as I. in the low Senſe of any Thing that has but Hgura- 
tive, or metaphorical Rule or Dominion over us: Thus 


the 
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[*0 &£0E] GOD enpbaticèꝰ appointed [the 

dc Aoyov] the Divine Logos or Word, to be 

the Head and Captain of his Hoſt [of de. 

ay yew] of holy Angels. The ancient Jews, 

who were the ſtricteſt Monotheiſts, never 
ſcrupled to give the Name of Lee] God 

(minus emphatice without the Article) to all 

the heavenly Inhabitants : Thus the Seventy 

render the 82d Pſalm [O OZ] GOD em- 

phaticè [tory tv evvaywyn few] ſtandeth in the 
Congregation of the Gods [fv [tow Js devs THY 

d icupiysi] He is the J udge among the Gods, 9's 

G 2 Elohim, © 5 e Af 5 He 
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the Belly is the God of Gluttons, and the Devil the 
God of Worldlings. II. In the Senſe of what has 
real, though no more than tempora! Dominion, like hu- © 
man Governors: Thus Judges and Magiſtrates are cal * 
Jed Gods. III. In the Senſe of cceleſtial Inhabitant, tho* © + 2 
not conſidered as inveſted with any Dominion at all? 
Thus the Angels are ſtyled Gods. IV. In the Senſſe 
of ſpiritual Governor, though inveſted with but , £34 
or imaginary Dominion, as Pifrveh, 4fhtoreth, and all a 
Idols are called the Gods of the Nations. V. In the | 
Senſe of /þiritual Givernor inveſted with true and real il 
Spiritual Dominion: Thus when St. Thomas and the { 
other Apoſtles found that Chrif had all Power giver : 
unto him in Heaven and in Earth, they of courſe accoſt | | 
him with the Title of My Lord, My God. Laſtly, The | 
Scriptures uſe the Word God in the high Senſe of Su- | 
PREME ſpiritual Governor, Which is the common Signi- | 
fication of the Word in the ſacred Writings, to denote 
the One God, and Father of all Things, the G:4 and Fa- if 


ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
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'Elobim, in the original Tantamount to Cæli- 
colas, here rendered dee Gods; and in the 


8th Pſalm, with equal Propriety, rendered 
ey yeres Angels. Thou haſt made him little 


lower than the Angels, V. 5.— The Shekinah 


Memra, or Logos, they called bee Avyec, 
and a0y0s TOY SO, and by a great Variety 
of other Names ; as God's Vicegerent ; God's 
firſt begotten Word ; God's eldeſt Angel; 
God's many-named Arch-angel ; God's eldeſt 
and firſt begotten Son; the Anointed, or 
Chriſt of God; the, Meſſias, who was to 
come; and ſometimes bees devrepos, a ſecond- 
ary God, but without the leaſt Diminution 
to the Unity of the One God, and Father 
of all Things; the 0 ©EOF, or O NN. 
Thus ſtood the Jewiſh Creed at the Time 


of our Saviour's Birth, who (as Dr. Allix 


well obſerves) © made no Alteration, neither 
« did the Apoſtles make a new Platform out 
of their own Heads, when they preached 
the Goſpel ; but they did exactly follow 
„ the Notions which the old Jeros had on 
„this Subject.“ Thus they taught that the 
Meſſias, who was now come, was the beos 
Aoyor, Who was in the Beginning with God, the 
Image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of 
every Creature; the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon, by whom alſo he 

made 


** 
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made all Things. And thus, like them too, 
they taught, that here is none other God but 
one: For though there be that are called Gods 


many, and Lords many, to us there is but one 


God, viz. the Father, F OF whom (as the effi- 
cient Cauſe) are all Things, and we in bim: 
And one Lord, viz. Jeſus Chriſt, BY whom 
(as the miniſtering Cauſe) are all Things, and 
we by him: In a Word, that there is One Spi- 
rit, One Lord, One God and Father of all, who 
is above All, and in All; and who ereated and 
governs all Things by his Word, and by his Spi- 
rit : That this Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
among us; and having finiſhed the Work of 
our Redemption, aſcended into Heaven to His Fa- 
ther and our Father, to His God and Our God. 
This was the old Jewiſh and Apoſtolick 
Doctrine, which was not much adulterated 
till the Middle of the fourth Century: Exzſe- 
bius, even at that Time, ſeems to have main- 
tained it in its original Purity; holding One 
God and Father of all Things from the Be- 
ginning, 


+ Of the differefit Force of the Præpoſitions d and 
uTo, Philo ſpeaks at large (Page 162.) He there 
teaches that v & expreſſes the efficient Cauſe; i; & the 
material Cauſe, & & the inſtrumental Cauſe, and & 6 
final Cauſe—You will find, ſays he, that [TON ®EON] 


GOD, was the efficient Cauſe [yup &] OF whom all 


are all 'Things—But that ao/00 OEOY] GOD'S Logos 
was the inſtrumental Cauſe [ig] BY whom they were 
made, The ſame Diſtinction is made by Juſtin Martyr, 
Clemens, Alexandrinus, Origen, Tertullian, Euſebius, Theo- 
philus, and other Chriſtian Writers, It was then the 
received Doctrine both of Jews and Chriſtians, that the 
Logos, or Word, was the Agent, Miniſter, or Inſtru- 
ment [is] BY whom GOD made the Worlds. 
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ginning, communicating Exiſtence to the 


Word and Spirit. Aris, a little before, had 
made ſome Innovation in the ancient Doc- 
trine, by teaching that God created the 
Word and Spirit out of nothing, juſt before 


the Moſaic Creation. And Sabellias, and 


others before him, had annihilated the Word 
and Spirit, by l them to be not 
really exiſting Perſons, but only nominal Per- 
ſons, or Names of Energies, Atrributes, 
Modes, or Somethings; which three Some- 
things conſtituted the One God. Of theſe 
three Ways of apprehending this Matter, the 
Firſt was moſt prevalent in the three firſt Cen- 
turies; the Second for two or three Centuries 
after; and the 7 hird ever ſince the Popes have 
eſtabliſhed their decretorial Power: But fince 
the Reformation, the Learned have taken the 
Liberty to correct eccleſiaſtical Decrees, by the 
very Words of Scripture, OFF. 
To theſe Words of Scripture, different 
Men may poſſibly annex different Ideas; no 
Two, perhaps, ever annexed exactly the 
ſame : But whilſt they confine themſelves to 
the ſame ſcriptural Language, there need be 
no Feuds or Difference in Affections. That 
which deſtroys Peace and Charity, is the 
broaching, new-fangled, unſcriptural Terms; 
and forcing Men to aſſent to them, before 
they are convinced that they are, deducible 
from Scripture. Thus Tranſubtantiajion, Con- 
ſubſtantiation, Conſubſtantiality, and Co-eternity, 
may all be true or falſe Doctrines, for any 


Thing I could ever deduce from Ne 
: or 
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for I never could find one Tittle about them 
there; and whoever would be angry with me 
for this, may as well be angry with me for 
being ſhort ſighted. Where the Scripture is 
ſilent, I deſire to be ſo too; but where the 
Scripture is explicit, there ] think I may ven- 
ture to aſſert: Thus, if Chriſt has ſaid, he 
Father is greater than I, 1 beg Leave to be- 
lieve him, though Yigihus or Athanaſius him- 
ſelf may have decreed them to be co-equal. 
Here, perhaps, you will have recourſe to a 
Diſtinction of“ ſecundum quid, and you ſhall en- 
joy your Quidity unmoleſted by me; but then 
leave me in quiet Poſſeſſion of my Quid alſo. 
Perhaps we Have both Occaſion for ſome La- 
titude of Diſtinctions, eſpecially if we are re- 
quired to aſſent to Creeds, which have ſome 
Appearance at leaſt of contradicting one ano- 
ther: Thus, if the Nicene Creed teaches that 
God is ſimplex et unus, that the One GOD of 
the Chriſtian Faith is the Father Almighty ; 
and if, at the ſame Time, another much later 
Creed requires us to hold, that GOD is 7ri- 
plex et Compoſitus, made up of three different 
Perſons, we both of us need ſome Sort of 
Diſtinction to enable us both to ſign to both. 
We are equally concerned to reconcile the 
ſeeming Contradictions; nor is there any 
more Prevarication in my Diſtinction, where- 


by 


* Secundum Hymanitatem, was a Diſtinction exploded 
by the ancient Orthodox; particularly by Nazienzer, 
who condemns the sr er aYIpwTor prttcoy, as trifling 


and impertinent; for where is the Wonder, ſays he, that 
God ſhould be greater than Man ? 
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by 1 bring this later Creed to be confiſtent 


with the Nicene Standard; than there is in 
your Diſtinction, whereby you- make the 
former Creed ſpeak the Senſe of the latter. 
Certainly it requires as much ſtraining one 
Way, as the other ; and neither of us ought 
to make any tragical Exclamations, at the 
Inſincerity of the other's Subſcription 3 both 
might be glad to, get rid of ſuch Shackles ; but 
till it ſha pleaſe GOD to give that light and 
good Temper, that may make the Reforma- 
tion of whatever may be found amiſs practi- 
cable; it will become us all, not to proveke 
one another by the invidious Nick-names of 
Arian or Sabellian; but to bring our on Opi- 
nions to che Teſtof the HolyScriptures ; to bear 
with Candour the different Opinions of others ; 
and to preſerve ſuch an Uniformity of Scripture 
Language, as may prevent the unayoidable 
Differences of Opinions, from breaking out 
into Difference of Affection, and ekt of 


cha, 10 FEW. 


I The graining is equal, n the coptrodicta 
ing Paſſages to be equal in Number; but this is not the 
Caſe : For there are One Hundred Eighty Six Places 
in the Liturgy, where the Phraſes favour the Nicene Doc- 
trine of One GOD, the Father Almighty ; and but 
Twenty-ſeven Places, where the Phraſes lead to the 


un of the later Creed. 
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